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cultural tapestry that unites and sustains us, and these filaments of faith t /i s
beyond the borders and boundaries of not just our city’s ZIP codes, but even across oceans. We
fiold in great reverence those faith leaders who devote their lives to religious practice while
serving as an instrument to offer spiritual and moral guidance, to inspire otfiers to perform acts of
lovingkindness, and to unite dedicated practitioners in worship. In that spirit, I am fionored to recognize
the extraordinary [ife of the beloved Budikist monk and; (philanthiropist, Venerable Master Hsing Yun, a
Sor t prop t of Ha stic Buddfiism, emphasizing this life over the afterlife, as well as one of the
most influential teacters of modern Taiwanese Buddhism, and the renowned founder of the Jo Guang
Shan Order.

/Wierea.r, Religious communities across the five boroughis are essential threads in the rick

Venerable Master Yun, born 95 years ago in Yangzhiou, Jiangsu, Republic of China, fias devoted
fiis life to countless followers who fhave benefited from his compassionate deavors.
Throughout fiis lifetime, fie dedicated fiimself to serving countless individuals, providing
guidance and fiope to Budidhists everywhere, and personally ordained more than 100 Dhiarma fielrs—
established successors in an unbroken lineage of teachers and disciples—to continue fiis BuddRist teackings.
From fis 1967 founding of Fo Guang Skan on a bamboofilled fitllioy in Taiwan’s Dashu district of
Kaoksiung to the 1992 inauguration of Buddha’s Light International Association (BLIA) in Los Angeles,
Venerable Master Yun in Los Angeles, Venerable Master Yun fas always been a charismatic proponent
and’ shining example not just of the peaceful teachings of Buddha, but of the broadening of its
attractiveness worldwide.

/Wﬁerea.s; With more than 2000 monastic disciples and millions of adherents worldwide,

Venerable Master Yun, as well as the global impact fie fias fiad on so many others. He brought

Joy, light, and love to those around fiim, and fie will be dearly missed by those who were

“privileged to benefit from fis timeless teackings and wisdom. 7 know fiis memory will alvays

live on in lhe fiearts of those who cherished fiis incredible, and inspired teachings, particularly his New

York-based adherents. I wish everyone gathiered a meaningful day of remembrance as you fonor the life
of this outstanding man.

Wﬁerem; 7t is impossible to adequately summarize the powerful legacy and achiievements of

7 % Now therefore, I, Fric Adams, Mayor of the City of New York, on Monday, February
i 13, 2023, do hereby confer Aiis citation on:

Venerable Master Hsing Yun

Eric Adams
Mayor
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